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Freshman Courses



United States History
● United States History is an introductory course spanning 

from Reconstruction into the Present. Topics covered 
include Reconstruction, the Gilded Age, the World Wars, 
the Civil Rights Movement, the Cold War, as well as other 
notable events and topics.

● This course is a non-weighted graduation requirement.

● Skills stressed in this course include primary and 
secondary source analysis, argumentative essay writing, 
concise and accurate note-taking, historical 
interpretation, and factual discussion.

● Students have the opportunity and ability to reflect on 
the impact and importance of various decisions and 
policies throughout U.S. History via activities including 
discussion, writing, and creative projects.



Honors United States History
● United States History is an introductory course spanning from 

Reconstruction into the Present. Topics covered include 
Reconstruction, the Gilded Age, the World Wars, the Civil Rights 
Movement, the Cold War, as well as other notable events and topics.

● This course is a weighted graduation requirement.

● Skills stressed in this course include primary and secondary source 
analysis with particular focus on DBQ essays, argumentative essay 
writing, critical note-taking, historical interpretation, and factual 
discussion. Preparation for AP level history courses is also 
emphasized. 

● Students have the opportunity and ability to reflect on the impact and 
importance of various decisions and policies throughout U.S. History 
via activities including source analysis, discussion, writing, 
argumentation, and creative projects.



Sophomore Courses



World Civilizations
● World Civilizations introduces students to historic global events, 

topics, and individuals spanning from the Fourteenth Century into 
the Present. Various cultures and regions are given specific 
attention and placed within the larger global historical narrative. 
Topics covered include Exploration, Revolution, Political Theories 
such as Absolutism and Totalitarianism, the Industrial Revolution, 
the World Wars, and the Cold War. 

● This course is a non-weighted graduation requirement.

● Skills stressed in this course include primary and secondary 
source analysis, argumentative and comparative essay writing, 
concise and accurate note-taking, chart and diagram organization, 
historical interpretation, and factual discussion.

● Students have the opportunity and ability to reflect on both the 
causes and impacts of global decisions and unexpected events on 
societies throughout time via activities including discussion, 
writing, and creative projects.



AP World Civilizations
● AP World Civilizations is an advanced historical course that allows students the opportunity 

to acquire three college credit hours upon receiving a successful passing score on the 
Advanced Placement (AP) exam. 

● Although a faster paced course, a wide variety of topics are covered in depth spanning from 
the Thirteenth century into the Present. Global cultures and societies from the five major 
geographical regions including Asia, Africa, Europe, the Americas, and Oceania are an 
integral focus for AP World Civilizations. Topics include increasing global interconnections, 
continuity and changes over time, industrial and political revolutions, global wars and 
crises, and globalization. 

● This course is weighted and can be taken in lieu of the World Civilization graduation 
requirement. 

● Skills stressed in this course include critical source analysis, advanced historical essay 
writing, detailed note-taking, chart, diagram, and timeline organization, map analysis, 
historical interpretation, and factual discussion. Reading and writing assignments are 
commonplace and stronger skills in these areas are encouraged. 

● Students have the opportunity and ability to use chronological and thematic reasoning to 
develop a critical understanding of global history via activities including writing, source 
analysis, close reading, and visual organization, i.e. diagrams, charts, maps, and timelines. 



AP European History
● AP European History is an advanced historical course that allows students the opportunity to 

acquire three college credit hours upon receiving a successful passing score on the Advanced 
Placement (AP) exam. 

● This course moves at a faster pace and covers topics central to European history including but 
not limited to the Renaissance, Enlightenment, Scientific Revolution, Political and Social 
Revolutions, the World Wars, and the Cold War. Beginning in 1450 and ending in the Present, 
the cultural, diplomatic, economic, intellectual, political, and social history of Europe will be 
guiding the four major chronological periods of the course.

● This course is weighted and can be taken in lieu of the World Civilization graduation 
requirement. 

● Skills stressed in this course include primary and secondary source analysis with specific 
attention to DBQ essay writing, detailed note-taking, chart, diagram, and timeline organization, 
map analysis, historical interpretation, creative projects, and factual discussion. Reading and 
writing assignments are commonplace and stronger skills in these areas are encouraged. 

● Students have the opportunity and ability to use chronological and thematic reasoning to 
develop a critical understanding of the causes and impacts European history has on the 
developing interconnected globe via activities including writing, source analysis, close reading, 
and visual organization, i.e. diagrams, charts, maps, and timelines. 



Junior Courses



United States Government and Politics
● United States Government and Politics is a course that centers on the 

historical context and influences on American government, the institutions, 
the electoral process, the Constitution, the branches and their functions, 
as well as the rights and responsibilities of citizenship. 

● This course is a non-weighted graduation requirement. A Missouri EOC 
test and Constitution examinations are also graduation requirements 
according to Missouri law.

● Skills stressed in this course include critical analysis regarding the 
influences and impacts of the U.S. government, factual discussion, concise 
and argumentative free-response writing, chart and diagram organization, 
primary and secondary analysis, and historical interpretation. An emphasis 
will be placed on understanding crucial course material necessary for 
completion of required state and course assessments.

● Students have the opportunity and ability to reflect on American 
government and its role in the everyday lives of citizens via activities 
including analysis, reading, writing, research, and projects.



AP United States Government and Politics
● AP United States Government is an advanced Social Science course that allows students the 

opportunity to acquire three college credit hours upon receiving a successful passing score 
on the Advanced Placement (AP) exam. This course focuses on the historical context and 
influences on American government, civil rights and civil liberties, political institutions and 
policy making, the electoral process, the Constitution, the branches and their functions, as 
well as the rights and responsibilities of citizenship. The course stresses depth of 
understanding at a faster pace.

● This course is weighted  and can be taken in lieu of the Government graduation requirement. 
A Missouri EOC test and Constitution examinations are also graduation requirements 
according to Missouri law.

● Skills stressed in this course include critical analysis regarding the influences and impacts 
of the U.S. government, factual discussion, argumentative free-response and essay writing, 
chart and diagram organization, primary and secondary analysis, and historical 
interpretation. An emphasis will be placed on understanding crucial course material 
necessary for completion of required state and course assessments including the AP test.

● Students have the opportunity and ability to reflect on American government and its role in 
the everyday lives of citizens via activities including analysis, reading, writing, research, and 
course projects.



Social Studies Electives



College United States 1
● This semester course explores United States history 

from the Pre-Colombian era into the Civil War as well 
as examines multiple historical interpretations and 
schools of thought.

● There is also a possibility to earn up to three College 
Credits via an Accredited Missouri Institution, 
Missouri Southern State University, that are 
transferable. 

● Argumentation, Critical Thinking, Source Analysis, 
and Historical Interpretation are the hallmark skills of 
this course. 

● Some of our course activities include: discussion 
relating to historical articles, argumentative essay 
writing, primary source analysis, a semester book 
review, as well as multiple choice assessments. 



College United States 2
● This semester course explores United States 

history from Reconstruction into the Present as 
well as examines multiple historical 
interpretations and schools of thought.

● There is also a possibility to earn up to three 
College Credits via an Accredited Missouri 
Institution, Missouri Southern State University,  
that are transferable. 

● Argumentation, Critical Thinking, Source 
Analysis, and Historical Interpretation are the 
hallmark skills of this course. 

● Some of our course activities include: discussion 
relating to historical articles, argumentative 
essay writing, primary source analysis, a 
semester book review, as well as multiple choice 
assessments. 



AP Psychology
● AP Psychology is an advanced Social Science course that allows students the 

opportunity to acquire three college credit hours upon receiving a successful passing 
score on the Advanced Placement (AP) exam. 

● This course stresses depth and critical analysis regarding central psychological 
methodology, subfields, ethics, as well as the scientific study of behavioral and 
mental processes of human beings and animals. Topics include the biology of the 
brain, sensation and perception, research methodology, learning, memory, 
personality, psychological disorders and treatments, social psychology, and others.

● This is a weighted course. 

● Skills stressed in this course include research, data analysis, advanced essay writing, 
argumentative writing, chart and diagram organization, discussion, and creative 
projects. 

● Students have the opportunity and ability to use critical thinking skills and analysis to 
develop a deeper, well-rounded understanding of the subject of psychology and its 
impacts on the scientific field via activities including advanced writing, data and 
research analysis, close reading, and visual organization, i.e. diagrams, charts, maps, 
and timelines. 

●



Psychology 1
● Psychology 1 is an introductory course that centers on the 

study of human behavior. Topics studied include the major 
approaches to studying human behavior centering on the 
learning, thinking, and memory capabilities of humans. The 
nervous system, human awareness, and human states of 
consciousness are also strongly emphasized. 

● This course is a non-weighted half credit semester course. 

● Students have the opportunity and ability to foster a stronger 
understanding of introductory psychological concepts via 
activities including creative projects, visual organization 
such as charts and diagrams, psychological studies, as well 
as the creation and analysis of survey data.



Psychology 2
● Psychology 2 centers on the study of human interpersonal 

relationships and adjustments to both internal and external 
stimuli spanning from adolescence to old age. Topics studied 
include developmental psychology, personality theories, 
psychological disorders and therapies, as well as the reflective 
My Life Portfolio Project, a crucial requirement in order to pass 
the course.  

● This course is a non-weighted half credit semester course. 

● Students have the opportunity and ability to foster a stronger 
understanding of developmental psychological concepts via 
activities including primary source analysis, creative projects, 
personality testing, visual organization such as charts and 
diagrams, film analysis, and a reflective and content 
encompassing Book of Life project.



Law and You
● Law and You is a Social Science course that centers on a 

law-related education emphasizing practical information 
about law, human rights, and democracy.  Topics studied 
include the introduction to the U.S. legal system, elements 
of criminal law including the trial, lawyers, investigations, 
the Bill of Rights, and current events in law.  

● This course is a non-weighted half credit semester course. 

● Students have the opportunity and ability to foster 
stronger communication and conflict resolution skills, 
problem solving capabilities, critical thinking abilities, and 
civic participation via activities including visual 
organization such as charts and diagrams, case study 
analysis, close reading, and discussion. 



Sociology● Sociology is an introductory Social Science 
course emphasizing human relationships, social 
structures, and cultures. Topics studied include 
the foundations of sociology, socialization and 
groups, deviance, social institutions, social 
statuses and inequalities, as well as the impacts 
of human relationships including an analysis of 
marriage, data on crime, and the formation of 
groups such as cults.  

● This course is a non-weighted half credit 
semester course. 

● Through the study of this subject, students 
develop and foster both a critical and 
well-rounded understanding of the importance of 
human relationships, cultures, and traditions via 
course activities including close readings of 
primary and secondary sources, visual 
organization analysis through charts and 
diagrams, analytical writing, data interpretation, 
and factual discussion. 



Cultural Geography
● Cultural Geography is a Social Science course that immerses 

students in a deep and critical study of global cultures from 
various regions including Latin America, Africa, Asia, Europe, 
and North America in a manner that supports the idea of an 
increasingly interconnected global environment. Demography, 
cultural traditions and practices, geography, as well as 
domestic and international global relationships are 
emphasized.   

● This course is a non-weighted half credit semester course. 

● By taking this course, students have the ability to develop a 
critical understanding and sensitivity regarding the diversity 
and characteristics unique to a wide range of global cultures 
through activities such as visual organization analysis through 
charts, maps, and diagrams, creative projects supported by 
data and research, factual discussion, argumentative and 
comparative writing, as well as close readings of primary and 
secondary sources.  



Economics
● Economics is a Social Science course that centers 

on the main principles of the subject including the 
analysis of trends, supply and demand, a 
comparison of economic systems, market 
structures, and an emphasis on free enterprise.   

● This course is a non-weighted half credit semester 
course. 

● Students have the opportunity to foster a depth of 
knowledge in the subject area through a variety of 
course activities including visual organization 
analysis through charts, graphs, and diagrams, 
case studies, as well as factual discussion based 
on research and data. 



Contemporary Issues
● Contemporary Issues is a Social Science course that 

emphasizes current issues and events occurring on the 
local, state, national, and global levels. Topics studied 
include an investigation into media bias, the economic 
realm, foreign policy, domestic policy, national defense, 
and individual rights in order to encourage greater 
interest in contemporary events and issues,  

● This course is a non-weighted half credit semester 
course. 

● Students have the opportunity and ability to foster 
deeper critical thinking skills and develop skeptical and 
shrewd interpretive capabilities within a contemporary 
context via activities including close reading, analytical 
writing, research, data analysis, factual discussion, 
debate, and the final culminating research paper.  



Thank you!

From All of Us at the SCW Social Studies 
Department, we cannot wait to see you in class 

next year!


